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COVID-19 6/10 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 7,297,059 
Total deaths – 413,439 
 
United States 
Total cases – 1,994,834 
Total deaths – 112,647 
Total # tests – 21,048,183 
 
Administration 

• The Trump administration is closely monitoring the impact coronavirus is having on 

economies in Latin America, Acting Homeland Security Deputy Secretary Ken Cuccinelli 

said Wednesday. 

o “We are worried about Covid-19 south of the border, all the way to South 

America,” Cuccinelli said during a webinar hosted by The Heritage Foundation. 

“We’re worried about what it’s doing to their economies, just like we worry 

about what it’s doing to ours. The difference being when their economies have 

struggles, their migration — illegal migration — to our country expands. So we’re 

watching that very closely and tracking the intelligence in that area as well.” 

• The US Food and Drug Administration said Wednesday it has issued an emergency use 

authorization (EUA) to Illumina, Inc. for the first Covid-19 diagnostic test that also uses 

next generation genetic sequencing technology to look for changes in the virus. 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci said on ABC’s “Good Morning America” on Wednesday that as US 

cities and states continue to reopen, the public still needs to "practice a degree of 

caution and carefully go through the process of trying to normalize,"  

o Fauci recommended people still wear a masks, practice physical distancing, wash 

their hands often and avoid congregating in large numbers.  

• Dr. Anthony Fauci also said the World Health Organization "was not correct" 

in suggesting Covid-19 transmission from an asymptomatic person to an uninfected 

person is very rare. 

o Speaking on ABC's “Good Morning America, Fauci weighed in on the comments 

from a WHO official who suggested asymptomatic people only rarely spread 

Covid-19, contradicting guidance from public health organizations, including the 

US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/08/health/coronavirus-asymptomatic-spread-who-bn/index.html
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o WHO tried to clarify the remarks the next day by saying asymptomatic spread is 

"a major unknown." 

• The US government will fund and conduct key studies on three experimental 

coronavirus vaccines – those developed by Moderna, Oxford University/AstraZeneca, 

and Johnson & Johnson, Dr. Anthony Fauci confirmed to CNN.  

o Phase three trials, which typically involve tens of thousands of people and 

measure whether a vaccine is safe and effective, will begin with Moderna in July, 

then Oxford/AstraZeneca in August and Johnson & Johnson in September.  

o The funding and trial timing were first reported by the Wall Street Journal.   

• The State Department informed Congress it intends to reopen the US consulate 

in Wuhan later this month, according to a congressional notification obtained by CNN. 

o "The Department is planning to resume operations on or around June 22, 2020, 

although stands ready to modify this schedule as conditions develop," the 

notification from Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs Mary 

Elizabeth Taylor said. 

• According to the latest United States Department of Agriculture’s Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program payment report released Monday, $1.4 billion has been awarded 

across more than 80,000 applicants since the program was announced in mid-May.  

o USDA Commissioner Sonny Perdue said in a May 19 release the CFAP assistance 

program would provide up to $16 billion “in direct payments to deliver relief to 

America’s farmers and ranchers impacted by the coronavirus pandemic.”  

o The payment report cites that 49 states and two territories had applicants for 

the aid; Rhode Island is the only state without any applications in the CFAP 

program, up to this week. 

• Developing a safe and effective vaccine for the deadly coronavirus is going to take a 

global collaboration, said Dr. Peter Marks, the director of the US Food and Drug 

Administration’s Centers for Biologics Evaluation & Research. 

o Marks told panelists during a vaccine discussion at the BIO International 

Convention Tuesday that the FDA is committed to expediting the development 

of a safe and effective coronavirus vaccine and working with international 

colleagues to share information and discoveries. 

• The Pentagon faces the potential for billions of dollars in claims related to COVID, and 

U.S. Defense Dept acquisition chief Ellen Lord says the claims could stem from two 

provisions in the CARES Act.  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/09/health/who-coronavirus-asymptomatic-spread-bn/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/health/coronavirus-vaccine-moderna-early-results/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/30/uk/oxford-coronavirus-vaccine-trial-astrazeneca-gbr-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/30/health/coronavirus-vaccine-johnson-and-johnson-clinical-trial/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/26/asia/coronavirus-wuhan-testing-intl-hnk/index.html
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o Section 3610 of the economic aid law allows agencies to reimburse contractors 

for payments tied to sustaining employees prevented from working due to 

Covid-19 facility closures or other restrictions, Lord tells a House Armed Services 

Committee hearing today, according to prepared testimony  

o “Section 3610 authorized, but did not appropriate, the funds needed to make 

these reimbursements,” Lord says  

o “Cost for 3610 is likely well beyond” the Pentagon’s current funding “without 

significantly jeopardizing” weapons “modernization or readiness efforts,” Lord 

says 

o Separately, contractors will be able to seek Pentagon reimbursement for Covid-

19 related costs associated with govt directed stop-work orders, purchase of 

personal protective equipment, cleaning and sterilization costs, and impacts 

from implementing CDC guidance, she says  

• If there is bipartisan support in Congress on allowing some borrowers to seek additional 

small business loan relief then we will “very seriously” look at that issue, Treasury Sec. 

Steve Mnuchin tells senators. 

o “I am especially sympathetic to the restaurants,” Mnuchin says in a Senate Small 

Business Cmte hearing  

o Mnuchin, responding to a question from GOP Sen.Susan Collins, also says hotels 

need more help  

• Mnuchin also says he doesn’t see why restaurants can’t serve indoors if they practice 

social distancing, especially in parts of the U.S. where the coronavirus is under control  

o “This distinction between indoor and outdoor seems a bit random, and I don’t 

know what people would do when it rains”: Mnuchin  

• Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin downplayed the possibility of the Trump admin. pushing 

capital gains tax changes as part of a next economic aid package. 

o Republican Sen.John Kennedy asked Mnuchin during a Senate Small Business 

Cmte hearing about relaxing capital gains taxes as a way to encourage business 

investment 

o Mnuchin added: “My opinion right now is that the Fed facilities have unlocked 

the capital markets. There’s a lot of liquidity for investment.” 

o “That’s something we’ll look at, but I think we’re much more targeted at getting 

back to work”: Mnuchin 

• Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin says it appears there will be PPP funds left over from 

$130 billion remaining after SBA stops taking new applications June 30. 

https://armedservices.house.gov/hearings?ID=8D5A076F-E191-4ACA-9542-FD2187C3D732
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1761
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o Mnuchin, in testimony before the Senate Small Business Cmte, tells GOP 

Sen.John Kennedy he’s open to the idea of repurposing money from the small 

business relief loan program to help businesses hurt by recent looting 

o Mnuchin also said “definitely” more economic aid legislation will be needed to 

provide relief amid the pandemic  

o He also said guidance is coming this week on PPP loans for potential borrowers 

with a criminal past 

• Over $27 billion in relief has been approved for more than 500 airlines reeling from the 

coronavirus pandemic, Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin say in prepared testimony to the 

Senate Small Business panel. 

• The federal government needs to do a better job of continuously keeping its inventory 

of medical supplies, such as N95 masks, fresh, a change that will likely require a funding 

boost, Rear Admiral John Polowczyk, vice director of logistics for the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, told lawmakers yesterday. 

o The Department of Health and Human Services already has the legal authority it 

needs to overhaul its storage and maintenance of the Strategic National 

Stockpile, but could probably use more money, Polowczyk told members of the 

Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. 

o “They’re going to need an annual appropriation that pays for different inventory 

management practices than they’ve had,” he said. “You can’t just put it on a 

shelf and then walk away from it.” 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency Administrator Pete Gaynor said the 

coronavirus should prompt a “change in culture about what really is important” in terms 

of emergency preparedness. The federal government and other entities such as 

hospitals may rethink their purchases of “70-cent masks from China,” he said. 

• The Trump administration is recommending health-care facilities provide non-

emergency care in areas of the country that are in the second phase of their reopening 

plans. Its recommendations were published yesterday by the Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services and focus on getting care for patients without access to telehealth, 

with serious underlying health conditions, or those at risk from complications without 

in-person care. The CMS also is recommending that patients who are undergoing a 

procedure or operation, including people giving birth, need to be tested for the 

coronavirus 24 hours before the procedure or should self-quarantine for 14 days ahead 

of time.  
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• Federal Reserve policy makers will consider penciling in interest rates near zero for this 

year and next to help the U.S. economy recover from its coronavirus-induced recession. 

The Federal Open Market Committee is all but certain to keep its benchmark overnight 

rate in a target range of zero to 0.25% when it wraps up its two-day meeting  

• Acting Office of Management and Budget Director Russell Vought released a memo 

urging agencies to take steps to ease regulatory requirements and help the U.S. 

economy as it recovers from the pandemic. 

• Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia acknowledged states have struggled to promptly pay 

millions of jobless benefits claims during the coronavirus pandemic, but he told the 

Senate Finance Committee that he’s optimistic they’re making progress as the economy 

shows signs of rebounding.  

o Unemployment benefits are a key partisan sticking point in negotiations over the 

next stimulus bill, and Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia said he opposes an 

extension of the current $600 per week, and said lawmakers should wait until 

July to decide what to do. 

o Democrats have warned of an economic cliff on Aug. 1 that could broadly harm 

the recovery if the benefits aren’t extended. 

o “Why should we wait to address the cliff after August 1 rather than before it?” 

Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) said at yesterday’s hearing. 

o Scalia mentioned there have been talks of reducing the amount, possibly to $250 

per week, and he pointed to a May 15 University of Chicago study that estimated 

68% of those receiving unemployment benefits will receive more than their lost 

wages. 

o Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), the panel’s ranking member, urged Scalia to issue 

guidance to ensure workers don’t lose unemployment benefits if they don’t 

return to a workplace that isn’t safe. Reopening guidance is “to a large extent a 

function of state law,” Scalia said, though the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration also plays a role. 

• Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia also wouldn’t commit in a Senate Finance Committee 

hearing ] to a more enduring benefits package for independent contractors following 

those implemented in coronavirus relief legislation earlier this year. But when later 

pressed on what his department is doing for gig workers and others who lack access to a 

social safety net during normal economic conditions, he indicated an openness to 

change, saying “it does make sense to talk about ways to adapt some of what we do for 

workers in light of the particular line of work that those people are in.”  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/M-20-25.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247643
https://bfi.uchicago.edu/wp-content/uploads/BFI_WP_202062-1.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1790
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o Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.), Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), Cory Booker (D-

N.J.) and seven other Democratic senators wrote to the Department of Labor 

asking it to specify how states can ensure gig workers are getting unemployment 

benefits. 

• The U.S. and Canada are set to extend a ban on non-essential travel to late July, Reuters 

reports, citing three people familiar with the matter. 

o A final decision has not been made but an extension of the closure is highly 

probable: Reuters 

o U.S. Homeland Security Dept wasn’t immediately available for Reuters’ request 

for comment 

• The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a guide for patients and 

beneficiaries as they consider their in-person care options. (HERE) 

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ben Carson 

today announced the allocation of $2.96 billion in Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) 

funding to support homeless Americans and individuals at risk of becoming homeless 

because of hardships such as job loss, wage reduction, or illness due to COVID-19. This 

funding is in addition to $1 billion of ESG grants announced within a week of President 

Trump signing the CARES Act. View state and territory funding allocations here. (HERE) 

• The Federal Reserve Board on Monday expanded its Main Street Lending Program to 

allow more small and medium-sized businesses to be able to receive support. The Board 

lowered the minimum loan amount, raised the maximum loan limit, adjusted the 

principal repayment schedule to begin after two years, and extended the term to five 

years, providing borrowers with greater flexibility in repaying the loans. The Board 

expects the Main Street program to be open for lender registration soon and to be 

actively buying loans shortly afterwards. (HERE) 

• The Export-Import Bank of the United States (EXIM) has revised key features of two 

short-term export credit insurance products that will provide U.S. exporters and 

financial institutions additional options designed to streamline the application process 

and enhance the customer experience. (HERE) 

• This week, FEMA announced that the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) 

National Board will begin disbursing $320 million to assist organizations in communities 

across the country dedicated to providing food, shelter and supportive services to 

people with economic emergencies, including our nation's hungry and homeless 

populations. (HERE) 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689838
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB448
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB730910
https://www.cortezmasto.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20to%20DOL%20re%20Gig%20Worker%20Misclassification%20(Final).pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-canada-exclusi/exclusive-canada-u-s-set-to-extend-border-closure-to-end-july-sources-idUSKBN23G301
https://cms.gov/files/document/covid-what-patients-should-know-about-seeking-health-care.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/index.php/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-encourages-reopening-healthcare-facilities
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_049
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_077
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200608a.htm
https://www.exim.gov/news/exim-revises-short-term-insurance-products-provide-small-businesses-enhanced-financing
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/08/fema-disburses-emergency-food-and-shelter-program-funding?fbclid=IwAR3Zg-AAWXUywK34SF05eCD6DcdD407ArjFLD0KE27k9EYzeYHh2L9nl090
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• Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), is announcing additional distributions 

from the Provider Relief Fund to eligible Medicaid and Children's Health Insurance 

Program (CHIP) providers that participate in state Medicaid and CHIP programs. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division (WHD) and Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) will offer two joint webinars on June 10, 2020, 

to educate employers and employees in the Southeast on the paid sick leave, and 

expanded family and medical leave benefits available under the Families First 

Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) and whistleblower protections. (HERE) 

• White House economic adviser Kevin Hassett said the White House “would definitely 

support” another round of aid to shore up the economy as U.S. businesses begin to 

reopen amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

o He indicated that the odds of a “Phase Four” stimulus package “are very, very 

high,” even if data on output and jobs continue to surpass expectations.  

o In an interview with Wall Street Journal associate editor John Bussey at a virtual 

CFO Network Summit, Mr. Hassett said he expects the economy to add another 

3.5 million to 4 million jobs in June. Even so, he said, work remains to be done by 

Congress to ensure that a solid recovery takes root. 

 
Capitol Hill 

• House lawmakers are pushing the Food and Drug Administration to more quickly 

review the quality of almost 200 antibody tests on the market that are designed to show 

if someone has already been exposed to Covid-19. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), 

chairman of the House Oversight and Reform Committee’s consumer policy panel, said 

he is worried some of the unreviewed tests are “junk tests” that the FDA is allowing to 

be sold. He also expressed concern that people believe falsely that a positive antibody 

test means they are immune to the virus 

• Sen. Alexander wants Congress to bolster domestic production of vaccines, commit 

funds to federal health research, and improve the country’s disease surveillance system, 

a vision he laid out in a paper released Tuesday. 

o Congressional leaders are already considering some of his ideas, such as how to 

create a disease-tracking workforce in state public health agencies. 

o Alexander’s paper is a jumping off point for a package of legislation the HELP 

committee will be developing with the goal of passage later this year, a 

spokesman for the senator said. Alexander is retiring at the end of this Congress. 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/09/hhs-announces-enhanced-provider-portal-relief-fund-payments-for-safety-net-hospitals-medicaid-chip-providers.html
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-employee-paid-leave
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-employee-paid-leave
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200609
https://www.wsj.com/articles/hassett-sees-another-stimulus-bill-from-congress-before-august-recess-11591720860
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689602
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0b0ca611-05c0-4555-97a1-5dfd3fa2efa4/preparing-for-the-next-pandemic.pdf
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• Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), the ranking Democrat on the HELP Committee, said in a 

statement Tuesday she’s supportive of Alexander’s goal but not at the expense of 

addressing problems stemming from the spread of Covid-19, such as the growth in the 

unemployment rate, shortages of medical supplies to health care works, and funding 

contact tracing and Covid-19 testing efforts. 

o “I’ve said before that we’ve got to learn from this crisis and make sure this never 

happens again—but I also want to be clear that looking forward to the next crisis 

cannot substitute for fully responding to the crisis at hand,” she said. 

o Senate Democrats, including Murray, are also interested in taking on reforms not 

covered in Alexander’s report, such as increasing funding for a wide range of 

health programs, fighting misinformation and, addressing health disparities, 

according to two Senate Democratic aides who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

• Senate Republicans are drafting legislation that would let employers choose which 

government coronavirus safety guidelines to follow in order to be shielded from 

lawsuits if their customers or workers contract the virus, GOP Senator John Cornyn said 

Wednesday. 

o Cornyn said in an interview that the liability proposal -- which Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell says is a “red line” for talks with Democrats on the next 

big economic stimulus bill -- will likely be released next month. The U.S. Chamber 

of Commerce and other groups are pushing hard for curbs on lawsuits as the 

nation emerges from lockdowns that have paralyzed the economy. 

o Republicans’ proposal will give employers latitude to decide which guidelines 

they’ll follow, whether from the federal Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention or a different federal, state or local governmental entity, Cornyn said. 

He said there are conflicts among the safe-practices guidelines available to 

employers, and that companies should be allowed to make their own 

determination. 

o “If you are in good faith following the guidelines of a governmental entity, 

whether it’s CDC, or your governor or your mayor, then that would be a safe 

harbor against and a bar to liability,” said Cornyn of Texas. 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has indicated some willingness to consider liability 

protections for employers if they meet CDC guidelines related to reopening the 

economy, but she hasn’t laid out specific details. However, Pelosi and Senate 

Democratic leaders have said they won’t agree to a lawsuit immunity provision for 

businesses that is crafted too broadly. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247932
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248609
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o “I believe overwhelmingly the American people do not want to give immunity to 

any businesses that do not want to make a good, sincere and good-faith effort to 

protect their customers and employees,” Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois, the No. 

2 Democratic leader, said Wednesday. 

o McConnell has said the GOP proposal will be retroactive to 2019 and will provide 

protection against lawsuits through 2024. He also said Wednesday that it will 

apply to employers throughout the economy. 

o ”It would cover not just businesses,” he said. “Universities, hospitals, doctors, 

nurses -- everything in the coronavirus space.” 

o The text of the bill will likely be ready in July and Cornyn said “It’s going to be 

targeted on Covid-19,” and “It’s going to be time-limited so hopefully that will 

deal with some objections” 

o NOTE: Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has said that any new stimulus 

legislation must also include liability for businesses against suits from customers 

and workers who might contract the virus 

• The House Small Business Committee scheduled a hearing on the Economic Injury 

Disaster Loan Program to help small businesses weather the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Yesterday, a group of bipartisan lawmakers, including House Small Business Chair Nydia 

Velazquez (D-N.Y.) and ranking member Steve Chabot (R-Ohio) sent a letter to Carranza 

stating concern about “reports of inconsistent information about EIDL applications and 

the lack of timely communication.” Read the letter here. 

• At a hearing this week, Susannah Carr, a United Airlines flight attendant, urged 

lawmakers to extend payroll aid for airlines through at least Jan. 31, 2021. “Although air 

travel is slowly picking up, it is nowhere near the level that it was before the pandemic 

began,” Carr said. “We will almost certainly need continued support after Sept. 30.” 

Under the CARES Act, airlines receiving payroll assistance can’t furlough any workers 

involuntarily until then. “Without an extension, mass layoffs are surely a certainty,” Carr 

said 

• House Transportation Chair Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) said during the same hearing that 

he's asked the FAA to “solicit a study” related to the circulation of respiratory droplets 

inside planes. While industry is looking at the issue, the FAA “at this point is totally 

unwilling and would like to remain ignorant” of it, DeFazio said. Asked to comment, the 

FAA indicated that it's awaiting direction from Congress. “The FAA stands ready to 

accomplish additional studies or other measures as authorized by Congress,” according 

to an agency statement. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1746
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBGYQMDWLU6G
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3289
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3289
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB417
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB417
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249127
https://republicans-smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/6.9.20_eidl_oversight_letter.pdf?utm_campaign=197752-231
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=4e78b52e76513542b7f5a499ae2308252e36720c3be1054941cffdf39de2fdd08d0542203ab47ab090503280d45b5ea0
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=4e78b52e765135429aaa540283b64520fcf54441261891eeffff178d7defed05b0f325f672b17fad368cda6c5f282a52
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• Sens. Ed Markey and Richard Blumenthal reiterated their call for the Trump 

administration to make mandatory rules involving masks on board, social distancing and 

airplane cleaning. “Although airlines and airports are acting with the best of intentions, 

air travel is an inherently interstate and international issue that demands stronger 

leadership from the federal government,” the Democrats wrote.  

• House Agriculture Chair Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) and three subcommittee chairs sent 

Secretary Sonny Perdue a letter on Tuesday flagging a handful of issues with USDA’s $16 

billion direct payment program. The department so far has funneled $1.4 billion to 

farmers and ranchers burned by supply chain disruptions. 

o Their concerns include: Limited staffing in Farm Service Agency county offices to 

help producers enroll in the program; an “arbitrary” timeline for measuring 

livestock losses; and a failure to “recognize the cost premium of organic crops” 

or livestock raised for higher value markets, like grass-fed beef. 

State/Local 

• A Michigan judge has ruled that Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s suggested felony penalties 

for employers who violate emergency coronavirus workplace safety rules are not 

enforceable, according to the Detroit Free Press.  

o Whitmer issued an executive order requiring companies to implement “social 

distancing, employee screening, infection control, and other measures designed 

to keep employees and customers safe,” he writes. Failure to comply would be 

considered a violation of the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Act, a law 

that allows for fines of up to $70,000 and up to three years in prison, according 

to Egan. Whitmer rescinded the order on Friday. 

• Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo announced Wednesday that all school districts in the 

state will reopen for school on August 31. 

o “I'm announcing this today so we can all start to think about what different 

might look like. It's gonna look like a lot more cleaning in the schools, it's going 

to look like kids desks further apart, it could look like staggered start times, it'll 

look like fewer kids on a bus and more buses and more transportation," 

Raimondo said during a news conference. 

• As New Jersey enters phase two of reopening next week, Gov. Phil Murphy announced 

that the state will bring on additional contact tracers. 

o The state will hire up to 1,600 additional contact tracers this month. New Jersey 

currently employs 900 contact tracers.  

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=9928888bb5398cff6a847c57f62283e47241a80ad6a767c35aec1f9de73b01fc56c2f539d0674c7587ce4cf08050e717
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=9928888bb5398cffeea876a607af6fe01e4ac0ed1e121c80f3f68663f987fa5c66f6eae25655696bfce631f452ccd8db
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=9928888bb5398cff0026f63629756cb75cc25991ea2d8348bdbd48a7e95d79fbafb1be9a47cde6410a0dfeb8f631cee4
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8b57ff062822a7bb6d4f140ae3da73bcc3955e07e7a1c4c201e8a7d39ad5067b1f675e879259357256fed80e40044bf0
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8b57ff062822a7bbceff1f40726bbaa8f0eff0de4c2be79b05574765928b268bdef155bd8662b586442206d67a7482c3
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8b57ff062822a7bbceff1f40726bbaa8f0eff0de4c2be79b05574765928b268bdef155bd8662b586442206d67a7482c3
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8b57ff062822a7bb52d01244ac20f332c503863987a6c26db956e38625379fdd43217d72f6f0061dab7d613801645cf2
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8b57ff062822a7bb52d01244ac20f332c503863987a6c26db956e38625379fdd43217d72f6f0061dab7d613801645cf2
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=13a6f46ab96938feecd0b835395f085a8a1d60a5b1d042edacaae31fa48bd86baf26b22e7a04948f2b5eed5945c9858e
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o “We are fully prepared to bring on as many as 4,000 or more should we see the 

need and should Covid-19 begin to make a second tour of New Jersey,” Murphy 

said.  

• Health experts have long warned about a second peak in Covid-19, and now a rise in 

cases has pushed Arizona to tell its hospitals to activate emergency plans. 

o Arizona is one of the 19 states with the trend of new coronavirus cases still 

increasing. While 24 are trending downward, seven states' trends are holding 

steady. Nationally more than 1.9 million people have been infected by the virus 

and more than 112,000 have died, according to data from Johns Hopkins 

University. 

o "We know Covid-19 is still in our community, and we expect to see increased 

cases," the Arizona Department of Health Services tweeted Tuesday night. 

• New TV shows will be coming your way soon, as Los Angeles will allow many sectors, 

including film and entertainment production, to resume Friday. 

o Zoos, museums, swimming pools and hotels can reopen Friday as well, according 

to the county's Health Director Dr. Barbara Ferrer. 

o Outdoor recreation as a whole has been given the green light to reopen, but all 

sectors require certain safety protocols, which will be publicly released Thursday. 

o Visitors and employees will need to wear face coverings and maintain physical 

distancing, Ferrer said. 

• Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson announced today that the state will move into phase two 

of its reopening plan on Monday.    

o “We have [already] opened gyms, bars, casinos tattoo parlors, and we are now 

wide open with certain restrictions on size and spacing limitations, but we have 

reopened youth activities, camping, and many outdoor and indoor venues as 

well,” Hutchinson said. 

o Nate Smith, director of the Arkansas Department of Health, said venues have 

been limiting capacity to a third. Those places will go to two-thirds "as long as 

they can maintain that six-foot physical distancing," he said. 

International 

• Poland has shut down 12 coal mines after the country’s health minister said most of its 

coronavirus cases had been identified at these “hotspots.” 

• Germany will lift its border controls with neighbors France, Austria, Switzerland and 

Denmark on June 15, German interior minister Horst Seehofer said today. 

https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-06-10-20-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-us-maps-and-cases/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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o New arrivals from Italy will also no longer have to go through border 

controls, though the two countries do not share a physical border. 

o The controls will be relaxed for travelers arriving from Spain by plane starting on 

June 21, Seehofer added. 

• Germany has also advised its citizens to avoid non-essential travel until August 31. EU 

countries, Schengen members and the UK are exempt from the warning. 

• French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire will present a second stimulus package of $51 

billion (45 billion euros) for the French economy amid pandemic on Wednesday, he said 

in an interview French radio RTL on Tuesday. 

o “Hundreds of thousands” of people will be unemployed due to the economic 

fallout from the pandemic, Le Maire said, adding he predicts a “wave of 

bankruptcies” and unemployment and that the economic fallout could last well 

into 2021.  

o In total, France will be spending close to $521 billion (460 billion euros) in 

recovery measures, which represents 21% of the French national wealth, the 

finance minister said, adding, "To put it in perspective, it is the equivalent of 

Austria's GDP." 

• Zoos, safari parks and drive-in cinemas are to join most English shops in being allowed 

to open starting June 15, as Prime Minister Boris Johnson tries to restart the economy in 

time for the summer. 

o The government said Tuesday that non-essential shops, which have been shut 

since March, can reopen Monday, so long as they can apply social distancing 

rules. At the same time, it abandoned a plan to let all primary schools reopen 

completely before the summer break in mid-July. 

• The coronavirus pandemic has signaled an urgent need to change the way food is 

produced to help contain hunger and develop environmentally sustainable supplies, 

according to the United Nations. 

o The combined effects of the Covid-19 crisis, government measures and the 

emerging global recession risk a worldwide food emergency and in the long-term 

could disrupt how food systems function, the UN said in a policy brief. That could 

lead to consequences for health and nutrition on a scale not seen for more than 

half a century, it said. 

Other 

• The New York Philharmonic has canceled all performances through early January 2021, 

according to a letter from President and CEO Deborah Borda.  

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBOG5EDWRGG7
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o “After careful deliberation, we have decided to cancel performances through 

January 5, 2021, as it has become clear that large groups of people will not be 

able to safely gather for the remainder of the calendar year due to the COVID-19 

pandemic,” the letter read.  

• Major League Soccer will resume its suspended season on July 8 with a league-wide 

tournament in Orlando at Disney World's ESPN Wide World of Sports complex, the 

league announced today.  

o MLS suspended its season on March 12 due to the coronavirus outbreak. July 8 

will be exactly four months since the last MLS match was played on March 8. 

• American Airlines says it will activate more than 140 planes than have been in storage 

due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

o “We’re expecting to move 83 Airbus A320 Family (A319, A320 and A321) aircraft 

and 58 Boeing 737 aircraft from storage to the active fleet to support July flying,” 

airline spokesperson Ross Feinstein told CNN.  

o He cautioned that July is still expected to be “way down” from a year ago. At its 

peak this July, he expects the airline will operate about 4,000 flights, compared 

to about 7,000 flights in July 2019, he said. 

• Japanese tech conglomerate SoftBank just conducted voluntary Covid-19 antibody tests 

on more than 44,000 employees, their families, clients and outside medical 

professionals such as doctors and dentists. The company says it is the largest such test 

by a Japanese company. 

o To combat another possible wave of cases, "various tests are needed to ensure 

the safety of our employees and society, so that we can find an exit strategy as 

quickly as possible," said SoftBank founder and CEO Masayoshi Son during a live 

streaming event on Tuesday. He cautioned that a vaccine for the virus might not 

be able to be mass produced until "the middle of next year." 

o SoftBank on Tuesday said that of the 44,066 people it tested for Covid-19 

antibodies, 191 tested positive. Among SoftBank staff, just 0.04% of employees 

working at SoftBank's mobile carrier retail stores tested positive, a number Son 

said was surprising. The rate of positive tests among workers people at the 

Japanese firm's office and call centers was slightly higher, though not by 

much: about 0.2% and 0.4%, respectively. 

• Public schools already facing losses of billions in state support because of the economic 

fallout of the coronavirus pandemic need additional federal aid to reopen schools safely, 

the nation’s second largest teachers union said Wednesday.  

https://www.cnn.com/specials/world/coronavirus-outbreak-intl-hnk
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o The American Federation of Teachers says $116.5 billion in additional federal 

help is needed to pay for reopening K-12 schools safely in the fall. 

o “Since late April we have been exploring ways to safely reopen school buildings 

in the fall. Our children need it, and our families deserve it,” AFT President Randi 

Weingarten said in a written statement. “Our educators want it, and the 

economy won’t recover without it. But if schools can’t get the money they need 

to safely reopen, then they won’t reopen, period.” 

• The coronavirus pandemic is splintering the world economy, and the extraordinary 

action needed means policy makers cannot risk a premature withdrawal of lifelines to 

businesses and the most vulnerable people, the OECD warned. It made the grim 

assessment in its quarterly outlook, where it forecast a global slump of 6% this year, 

more than the World Bank earlier this week. That’s based on a scenario of the virus 

continuing to recede. A second wave, which the OECD said is an equally likely scenario , 

could mean a 7.6% contraction.  

• Meanwhile, the head of the International Monetary Fund called on private creditors to 

join the Group of 20 in providing debt relief for the world’s poorest nations, saying that 

the alternative to suspension and restructuring is defaults. A debt-service suspension 

would provide time for restructuring debt on a case-by-case basis in countries where 

debt sustainability needs to be restored, Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said in 

a webcast with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce yesterday 

• Record federal spending on agricultural support will be no match against the impending 

declines in farm incomes, a University of Missouri study showed. The outlook shows net 

farm income will decline by about $3 billion in 2020, and net cash income will decline by 

$18 billion, with inventory values driving the difference between the two measures. This 

year’s dips come in spite of a record $33 billion in government payouts 

• Several universities this week joined a growing list of schools reporting coronavirus 

cases within their athletic programs. 

o Arkansas State reported that seven athletes from three sports programs tested 

positive last Wednesday. They were all asymptomatic and will remain in 

quarantine for 14 days, the university said. 

o Three football players from Auburn University in Alabama tested positive, an 

Auburn athletics spokesperson confirmed to CNN. The three athletes are 

asymptomatic and have been placed in self-isolation in a dorm away from the 

rest of the team. 
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o The Texas Tech athletic department on Monday confirmed recent positive tests 

for Covid-19 within the men's basketball program. It did not provide a number of 

affected athletes. 

o The University of Iowa athletics department said out of the 237 Covid-19 tests 

administered to staff and athletes since May 29, one person has tested positive. 

• NASCAR announced on Tuesday its plan to “reintroduce guests” to select Cup Series 

races beginning on June 14 with the Dixie Vodka 400 at Homestead-Miami Speedway 

and the GEICO 500 at Talladega Superspeedway on June 21. 

o All guests in attendance will be screened before entering and required to wear 

face coverings while maintaining social distance at 6 feet. 

o Guest access to the infield will also be prohibited. Talladega Speedway in 

Alabama will allow up to 5,000 guests in the grandstands for the GEICO 500 

while limiting motorhome/camper spots outside the track. 

o Homestead-Miami Speedway will welcome up to 1,000 service members as 

honorary guests for Dixie Vodka 400. Both races will offer military members to 

be first to enter said events. 

• The Republican National Committee is likely to move at least part of its August 

convention to Jacksonville, Florida, after failing to reach an agreement with its initial 

host over the scope of coronavirus safety precautions, two people familiar with the talks 

said. 

o Details of the arrangement were still being worked out and party aides are trying 

to determine if the city has enough hotel rooms to host the event, which draws 

tens of thousands of people including delegates, media, officials and hangers-on. 

o The convention’s lower-profile meetings would still occur in the original host city 

of Charlotte, North Carolina, but the marquee event -- Donald Trump’s 

nomination acceptance speech -- would be moved to a place where officials said 

they were willing to host a large indoor gathering despite the virus 

• United Airlines said Wednesday it now requires all passengers to self-certify their health 

prior to boarding a flight.   

o The airline is the first to require all passengers to complete a health 

questionnaire to screen for coronavirus as part of checking in.   

o The questionnaire includes asking passengers to certify they have not 

experienced coronavirus symptoms in the last 14 days nor tested positive for the 

virus in the past 21 days.   
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o It also asks passengers to agree to wear a face mask during the flight, which is an 

airline policy but not a federal requirement.   

o A United Airlines flight attendant, Susannah Carr, testified before the House 

Transportation Committee on Tuesday that her colleagues have discussed “the 

fact that passengers don’t like to wear the mask, might take it off for a longer 

period than just to eat or drink. It’s definitely an issue that we need to address.”   

o The airline said customers who “are not able to confirm these requirements” will 

be “able to reschedule their flight.”   

 
 
 


